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OPINION 


Mississippi 
breaking the 
stereotypes 

“If you can’t stand 
the heat, get out of 
the kitchen.” Harry S. 
Truman was completely 
correct when he coined that phrase. 
Mississippi is an outstanding state. Citizens 
all over this great country throw around 
negative stereotypes about Mississippi. 
-PAGE 3 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


The Hunter 
Games strikes 
again 

At the end of the first 
movie of “The Hunger 
Games” trilogy, having 
posed as star-crossed 
lovers to insure their survival, District 12’s 
Katniss Everdeen and Peeta Mellark were 
both crowned victors of the 74th Hunger 
Game. Because Katniss defied the Capitol 
during the games, President Snow of Panem 
is filled with vengeance, and that begins the 
newly released “Catching Fire.” 

-PAGE 5 



FEATURES 


Hub City 
Music takes 
off 

The Hattiesburg area 
is a hub for upcoming 
artists and comedians, 
so it’s only fitting 
that a hub has been 
created via Facebook for these artists and 
their audiences to connect. JCJC student 
Tim Benoit runs the Facebook page Hub 
City Music with his partner Josh Slaven, and 
Hub City Music is starting to make a name 
for itself by promoting upcoming bands and 
restaurants around the Hattiesburg area. 
-PAGE 4 



SPORTS 


Bobcats cap 
off successful 
season 

After a 9-2 season, the 
Bobcat faithful have 
something to be proud 
of on the gridiron. 
Despite a tough loss in 
the MACJC state championship, the Bobcats 
enjoyed the most success they’ve had in 
several years. Only a handful of starters 
returned from the previous year, but the 
young, talented players stepped up for the 
Bobcats. 

- PAGE 6 
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www.bobcatpress.com 

See our weekly online 
paper by scanning this 
code or by visiting us at 
www.bobcatpress.com 



Starting life in debt 


Education 
can come 
with a 
hefty price 


There is somewhere between $902 
billion and $1 trillion in total outstanding 
student loan debt in the United States 
today. 

JCJC science instructor Dr. Matthew 
Burnham accepted his position at JCJC 
in 2002 and has since been paying on 
his student loan debt. Dr. Burnham took 
out his first loan in 1997 and predicts he 
will pay off his loans by 2021. 

Dr. Burnham sees his situation as a 
positive one because he feels he acted 
responsibly with his borrowed money. 

“Most people don’t invest it; they 


hang onto it for a rainy day. Instead of 
blowing my money, I actually invested 
it,” Burnham said. 

While in school, Burnham continued 
to work and invested his leftover loan 
money in agriculture, which produced 
income. While Burnham furthered his 
education through graduate and post¬ 
graduate school, he did not have to 
make payments on his student loan 
because he was still in school. 

However, not all individuals who 


see LOANS page 10 
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Pictured is a bill for student loans that show, after this graduate has made $250 monthly payments for three years, only 
approximately $900 in principal has been paid off. Photo by Jessica Blackwell 


Do you currently have 
student loans? 


Not sure 1% 

9 Yes 19% 



Do you expect to have student 
loans before you complete 
your college degree? 


Not 



Are you worried about paying 
for college? 



*P oil results are from 200 students in Cheryl Windham’s English classes. 
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Most fceautijut 


Previous winner Erica English crowns this year’s Most Beautiful Brooke Sanford. Crown bearer, far left, is Katye Freeman. Also 
pictured are (back left) Kellie Nelson and (far right) Rachel Savage. Photo by Jessica Blackwell 


Brooke Sanford crowned 
JCJC's 2013 Most Beautiful 


Kristen Poole 

STAFF WRITER 

At JCJC’s Most Beautiful Pageant, 
Brooke Sanford was crowned Most 
Beautiful 2013. 

Reid Hill was fourth alternate, Rachel 
Savage took third alternate, Brooke 
Miley was second alternate, and Katlin 
Lack was first alternate. 

A total of 22 contestants participated 
in this year’s pageant, individually 
modeling for the judges. When the 
Top 10 were announced, they were 


brought on stage one by one to answer 
questions. All questions were different, 
and the girls drew them on stage. 

Other awards given that night 
included Most photogenic, chosen by 
the judges, which was awarded to Olivia 
Maddox. Alex Gilreath was chosen 
by the other contestants as Miss 
Congeniality and Brooke Miley was the 
winner of the essay portion. 

The pageant also featured visiting 
beauties, who were winners or top 
alternates of school pageants such as 
West Jones, Sylva Bay Jr. High, South 


Jones and Quitman. 

Entertainment for the evening was 
provided by JC Jazz, Jones OnStage, 
and JC Voices. JC Jazz is under the 
direction of Jeff Brown. JC Voices is 
under director Dr. Susan Smith, and 
Jones OnStage is under Joe Mauldin, 
who also was on piano. The evening 
event was emceed by Allyson Scott of 
B95 Breakfast Club. 

The annual pageant is hosted by JCJC’s 
yearbook staff, which uses the funds 
raised for projects such as Relay for Life 
and the Madge Maily scholarship. 
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NTSA collects for deployed 
National Guard members 





Students Jenna Henry, Carrie Boone, Felicia Allen and director of NTSA Diane Williams sort 
collected items to be sent to deployed National Guard members. Photo by Jessica Blackwell 


Robyn Craft 

STAFF WRITER 

The NTSA (Non- 
Traditional Students 
Association) held their 
seventh annual Christmas 
Collection Drive for 
deployed Mississippi 
National Guard. NTSA 
began the program in 2007 
and partnered with Phi 
Theta Kappa (PTK) in 2010. 
Members of PTK-created 
Officium Club also helped 
to promote this project for 
all clubs on campus this 
year. Arrangements have 
been made with the Laurel, 
MS National Guard Armory 


to have items picked up and 
mailed to deployed troops 
in time for Christmas. 

“I think it is wonderful 
that this is a joint 
partnership this year 
between all the clubs 
because freedom is for all of 
us,” said Dr. Diane Williams, 
director of counseling & 
Nontraditional Student 
Services. 

Williams expressed her 
appreciation that the event 
for the military has grown 
to include everyone who 
wishes to be involved and 
that the donations stay 
local. 

“We give to our own 


Mississippi National 

Guard. We like to support 
our community,” she said. 

The NTSA had their 
seventh annual pulled pork 
fundraiser on Nov. 20 as a 
drive for fall scholarships. 
Because of the successful 
fundraiser, the NTSA board 
announced that were able 
to give many scholarships 
to deserving students at 
the Dec. 5 meeting. Mike 
Sowden, COO of Roberts 
Company, LLC and Andy 
Dial, president of the 
Jones County Board of 
Supervisors, presented the 
fall scholarships. 

“We have given $50,000 


in scholarships since we 
first began awarding them 
to deserving students 
in 2008,” said Williams. 
“We have fall and spring 
fundraisers and award 
scholarships for both the 
fall and spring semesters.” 

Although winter break is 
just around the corner, the 
NTSA is still hard at work 
planning many events and 
charities. The organization 
is also preparing for several 
spring fundraisers. 

“We are working on 
some pretty big things 
for the spring semester 
fundraisers that are 
going to be really fun and 
exciting,” Williams said. 
“Now is such a great time 
to join and get ready for 
next semester.” 

Williams encourages 
anyone who fits the 
definition of non¬ 
traditional student to join 
the NTSA, become involved 
and apply for the semester 
scholarship. 

NTSA includes students 
who are a parent, single 
parent, veteran, GED 
recipient, or returning 
to school once again. 
Through the NTSA, there 
are students from all 
walks of life, all ages and 
backgrounds who come 
together to support 
each other. For more 
information, please 

contact Dr. Diane Williams, 
Director of Counseling & 
Nontraditional Student 
Services, at 601-477-4257. 




School of Polymers and High 
Performance Materials 


Dr. Robert Y. Lochhead speaks to the JCJC Engineering 
Society about polymer science. Photo by Blake Holifield 


USM patent holder 
speaks on campus 


Blake Holifield 

BOBCAT PRESS EDITOR 

The Jones County 
Junior College Student 
Engineering Society 
brought Dr. Robert Y. 
Lochhead from the 
University of Southern 
Mississippi’s School 

of Polymer and High 
Performance Materials to 
speak at its most recent 
meeting. 

Born and educated in 
Scotland, Dr. Lochhead 
received his Ph.D. and 
worked in the polymer 
science industry for 
over 20 years before 
accepting a professorship 
at USM. He was the chair 
of the Polymer Science 
department at USM for 
over 20 years before 
stepping down to focus on 
research. 


He holds a plethora of 
patents for numerous 
polymers including the 
active polymers in hand 
sanitizer, shampoo, 

toothpaste, skin lotions, 
and Thompson water 
seal. He discovered 
the Lochhead Effect, 
the namesake of his 
own research, while 
researching the polymers 
in shampoo. 

“The Lochhead effect 
was one of the earliest 
examples of stimuli- 
responsive behavior for 
materials in commercial 
use in its earliest form it 
was used (and is still used 
today for conditioning 
shampoos),” Lochhead 
explained. “The Lochhead 
effect can be understood 
as ‘A cationic polymer 
in shampoo rem ains 

see LOCHHEAD page 9 


Honors College features USM's new 
president in fall leadership seminar 


Blake Holifield 

BOBCAT PRESS EDITOR 

As part of this Fall’s 
Charles Pickering Honors 
Institute’s Innovation 
and Competition Series, 
Dr. Rodney B. Bennett, 
University of Southern 
Mississippi’s president, 
spoke on campus. 

In 2013, Dr. Bennett 
was named the tenth 
president of the University 
of Southern Mississippi. 
Formerly the vice 
president of student 
affairs at the University of 
Georgia, Bennett relocated 
to the Hattiesburg area in 
April. He is the first African 
American president 

of a mostly Caucasian 
university in the state of 


Mississippi. 

Bennett spoke about 



several topics, but 
he really wanted the 
environment to have a 
more conversational tone, 
encouraging students to 
contribute if they had a 


question or comment to 
add. Bennett also assured 
many students that USM 
would be a fantastic choice 
for them and encouraged 
students to tour the 
school, telling them, “It 
is my wish that every one 
of you would attend the 
University of Southern 
Mississippi.” 

During his talk, he 
shared how he was the 
most unlikely person to 
ever be named president 
of a university, reminding 
students that no matter 
one’s background, it is 
always possible to achieve 
one’s goals. 

“I found his transparency 
to be refreshing,” said 
honors student Chip 
Cooley. 


In closing, JCJC 
President Dr. Jesse Smith 
sparked a conversation 
about what has happened 
to the traditional sense 
of community and where 
community was heading 
in the future. Several 
students expressed their 
belief that technology 
is breaking down the 
core face time that 
makes communities so 
great. Others held that 
technology can be used to 
improve communities. This 
ten minute conversation 
marked the end of the 
presentation, and Bennett 
expressed his pleasure 
with the events of the 
night and his eagerness to 
return to the Innovation 
and Competition Series. 


Wayne County Learning Center opens 


Teresa McCreery 

MEDIA RELATIONS 

After seven years, Jones 
County Junior College’s 
new Learning Center in 
Waynesboro is officially 
open to educate the 
region. 

The ribbon was cut and 
the doors were open to 
the public, celebrating the 
partnerships between the 
Wayne County Board of 
Supervisors, the Wayne 
County School Board, 
together with the help of 
JCJC and the $1.5 million 
in federal grant money 
from the U.S. Department 
of Commerce’s 

Economic Development 
Administration which 
ensured the project’s 
success. 

“We are so excited 
to be here because this 
is a perfect example of 
community building,” said 


JCJC President, Dr. Jesse 
Smith. “We want to say a 
special thank you to the 
Wayne County Board of 
Supervisors for all that 
they did in bringing Wayne 
County together and giving 
JCJC the opportunity to 
be a part of something so 
special.” 

He explained, Wayne 
County Board of 
Supervisors president, 
Jerry Hutto made it very 
clear in 2006 when they 
first met that he wanted a 
new vision for the county 
and JCJC. 

“We had this project 
rolling until the Gulf Oil 
Spill stopped all the grant 
money and we were at 
a standstill,” said Hutto. 
“It warms my heart to 
think we may be helping 
thousands, or hundreds of 
thousands of people in the 
future with this facility.” 

The newest of JCJC’s 


Learning Centers sits on 
the former Waynesboro 
Horse Arena, next to the 
Vocational Technical 

Center on Azalea Street, 
in the middle of town. 
Waynesboro Mayor 

Richard Johnson shared, 
the city may not have been 
heavily involved on the 
front-end of planning for 
the JCJC Center but it will 
be a partner going forward. 

“We can’t thank you 
enough JCJC,” said 
Johnson. “When I ran 
for mayor my vision and 
mission focused on youth 
and education. I had no 
idea what this facility 
was....but we want to see 
the community improve 
and education is where it 
all starts at. I’m proud this 
facility is in the city.” 

The 12,000 square foot 
facility was constructed 
to Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design 


specifications and is 
L.E.E.D. certified. The 
Wayne County Center has 
two computer labs, four 
classrooms, a health care 
lab, a welding lab and a 
large industrial lab. JCJC 
Board of Trustees member 
and President of the Great 
Southern National Bank in 
Waynesboro, Mike Evans 
said he understands the 
important role the Center 
will have in this region. 

“Having attended Jones 
over 40 years ago was of 
great importance to me 
because it helped instill 
in me the importance 
of being a productive 
member of the community. 
This facility will show the 
importance to thousands 
of people in the future 
who are looking for job 
training, a vocation, or as 
a stepping point to a four- 
year university. You will 

see WAYNE page 9 



JCJC students perform selections of jazz while attendants 
enjoy java and light refreshments. Photo by Jessica Blackwell 

JCJC hosts annual 
Java and Jazz 


Reed Cooley 

STAFF WRITER 

Students enjoyed 

light refreshments and 
a diverse selection of 
jazz music at the annual 
Java and Jazz event held 
Nov. 21 at JCJC’s Ronald 
E. Whitehead Advanced 
Technology Center. 

The concert showcased 
works such as “Cutting 
Edge” by Doug Beach, 
“Ms. Blue” by Glenn 
Martin, and “Georgia 
on My Mind” by Cale 
Green. Also, a premiere of 
“Headed for the Weekend” 
by instructor and 
percussionist Jeff Brown 
was performed. 

“I feel like Java and 
Jazz was a great time for 
everyone,” said Cole Ward, 
JC Jazz trombone player. 
“Being able to perform in 
front of so many people 
was a lot of fun. I feel like 
everyone else had a lot 
of fun as well! Now I just 
look forward to Java and 
Jazz next semester.” 

The JC Jazz Combo, 
an improvisation group 
on campus, also showed 
off their skills with 
numerous one-of-a-kind 
performances. 

“Every piece the JC 
Jazz Combo plays is 


exceptional in the fact 
that it is performed on 
the spot,” Brown said, “so 
not only is every rehearsal 
unique, but every 
performance!” 

Fine Arts Chair, 
Dr. Susan Smith, and 
accompanist Dr. Victoria 
Johnson led JC Voices with 
performances from the 
20’s to the present. “Java 
Jive” and “A Nightingale 
Sang in Berkley Square” 
by Manhattan Transfer 
as well as contemporary 
tunes such as “Fove Psalm” 
by New York Voices and 
“Fields of Gold” by Sting 
were performed. 

“Everyone did great,” 
said Brian Doyle, Jazz 
Band baritone saxophone 
player. “All of our groups, 
including the Jazz Band, 
the JC Jazz Combo and 
the JC Voices consist of 
some of the state’s most 
talented musicians and 
performers. It’s always a 
privilege to play among 
these individuals.” 

Java and Jazz is 
held every semester. 
Admission is free and 
open to the public. 
For more information 
regarding next semester’s 
event, contact the Fine 
Arts Department at 601- 
477-4094. 
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Editorial 

Healthcare.gov 
faces problems 

October 1 marked the first day to sign up for the 
Affordable Care Act. According to notes from an Obama 
administration meeting, only six people signed up for 
the health plan on the first day. Aside from people not 
being willing or ready to sign up, the Obamacare website, 
HealthCare.gov, has been facing numerous problems. 

Software issues have prevented the website to work at 
its full potential. The site is also facing problems with how 
many viewers it is receiving. According to the Washington 
Post, around 20,000 to 30,000 people are attempting to 
use the website at the same time when the site is only 
meant for half of that viewing capacity at one time. The 
Washington Post also reports that CGI Federal, one of 
the contractors hired to get the site up and running, has 
faced this problem in the past. 

We feel that it is absurd that the federal government 
cannot even run a website without facing problems. What 
is even more disturbing is the fact that Americans are 
required to sign up for the Affordable Care Act by the end 
of the year, which is looming near. We find it ridiculous 
that the website is still facing numerous problems, but the 
deadline has yet to be pushed back. 

In relation to the Affordable Care Act itself, we think 
that it’s not fair for American citizens to have to sign up for 
something that is not, in fact, that affordable. According to 
HealthCare.gov, the most basic plan for an average family 
of only four would cost almost $700 a month, totaling 
about $8400 a year. While many politicians have begun to 
sign up for the ACA, they make at least twice the salary of 
an average citizen. 

Contractors expect to get HealthCare.gov running at 
100 percent soon. But until then, the government should 
delay the requirement that Americans have to sign up for 
the Affordable Care Act. 
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Student loans 
cause debt and 
discouragement 


Heather Allen 

OPINIONS EDITOR 

Upon high school 
graduation, many students 
make the decision to 
attend college. Some 
students are offered 
scholarships that cover 
most to all of their tuition 
costs. Other students are 
able to receive federal 
grants that cover the cost 
of tuition. However, some 
students who wish to go 
to college may not receive 
either or may not receive 
enough to cover all of the 
costs. In this case, they 
usually turn to taking out 
student loans. 

According to American 
Student Assistance, nearly 


20 million people attend 
college every year, and 
about 12 million of those 
have to take out student 
loans. Today, around 
37 million people have 
outstanding student loan 
debts. The student loan 
debt currently ranges to 
about $1 trillion-of that, 
around $864 billion is 
federal student loans. The 
other $150 billion is private 
student loans. Over half of 
students who graduated 
from a four-year college 
are in debt because of 
student loans. People in 
their 30s, 40s and 50s 
sometimes struggle to pay 
student loans. 


see DEBT page 9 
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Mississippi breaking the stereotypes 


Jessica Blackwell 
STAFF WRITER 

“If you can’t stand 
the heat, get out of the 
kitchen.” Harry S. Truman 
was completely correct 
when he coined that 
phrase. Mississippi is an 
outstanding state. Citizens 
all over this great country, 
including Mississippians, 
throw around negative 
stereotypes about 

Mississippi. It has a 
checkered past, but which 
state doesn’t? Mississippi 


has been thrown under the Mississippi has acquired stereotypes including 
bus since the Civil War. a number of negative its people being racist, 

barefoot and illiterate. 

If Mississippi is racist, 
then why, according to 
the New York Times, did 
Mississippi lead the nation 
in interracial marriages 
most of the past decade? 

Mississippi is barefoot? 
If I’m not mistaken, I’m 
wearing a pair of Justin 
Ariat boots. All students, 
staff and faculty on the 
JCJC campus have shoes on 

see MISSISSIPPI page 8 


How do you feel about Mississippi? 

It’s a good state and we 
should be proud of our 
accomplishments. 32% 


We can do better. 55% 


I don’t want people to 
know I’m from here. 2% 


I’m moving as 
soon as I can. 11% 


0 20 40 60 80 100 

*200 English students were polled for this survey. 




Egypt still facing battles over power 


Trevor Schwartz 

STAFF WRITER 

In 1979 the country of 
Iran underwent a large 
revolution to overthrow 
the Pahlavi dynasty, the 
ruling government body 
with strong ties to Western 
culture. The result of 
the revolution was Iran 
successfully overthrowing 
the shah and becoming 
a theocratic state which, 


arguably, caused Iran 
to socially regress by 
enforcing religious laws and 
implementing draconian 
punishments. 

Today the country of 
Egypt is in its own turmoil 
after the “Arab Spring” 
revolution. Hailed by 
many in the United States 
as a positive display of 
democratic revolution, the 
protests began in late 2010 
over circumstances similar 


to that of Iran in the 1970s. 
Citizens organized and 
protested both peacefully 
and violently to overthrow 
secular governance 

which had strong military 
influence. After Egypt 
removed its president, 
Hosni Mubarak, special 
elections were held to elect 
a new president. 

Egypt elected Islamic 
theocrat, Mohamed Morsi, 
as its new president with 


51 percent of the vote. 
Morsi campaigned with 
strong backing from the 
Muslim Brotherhood, an 
organization which believes 
in drastic social reform 
to enforce Islam through 
military and legislative 
means. Shortly after Morsi 
took office, the military arm 
of Egypt became resistant 
to Morsi’s decisions to focus 


see EGYPT page 8 


Gay rights evolving in political world 


Tavist Barnes 

STAFF WRITER 

President Obama turned 
bloggers’ heads on Nov. 3 
when he made a passionate 
plea in the Huffington Post 
for Congress to pass a 
delayed bill which aims to 
ban discrimination in the 
workplace based on sexual 
orientation. 

Although many may 
assume that sexual 
orientation is covered 
under Title VII of the Civil 


Rights Act, it is not. A 
simple Google search on 
sexual discrimination in 
the workplace will reveal 
several examples currently 
taking place. 

The bill Obama wanted 
Congress to pass is called 
the Employment Non- 
Discrimination Act, or 
ENDA. ENDA, in legislation, 
failed by a single vote, 
but in order to pass in 
the future, the bill will 
need 60 votes. Fifty-five 
Democratic senators, along 


with five Republicans, have 
leaned towards supporting 
the measure. 

Obama pointed out 
that Americans cannot 
lose their jobs because 
of race, religion, gender 
or disability; however, in 
many states an individual 
can be fired for being 
lesbian, gay, bisexual or 
transgender (LGBT). The 
president continued his 
argument by saying that 
such discrimination is 
wrong and ENDA should be 


the law. 

“The only thing 

Americans should be 
judged on is their ability 
to get their job done,” said 
President Obama. “It should 
not matter if the firefighter 
who rescues you, the 
accountant who does your 
taxes or the mechanic who 
fixes your car is gay.” 

While many are waiting 
quietly while their 

freedoms are debated, one 


see GAY RIGHTS page 8 


U.S. needs less political parties, more teamwork 


Josh Beasley 
SPORTS EDITOR 

In the study of American 
progress, you consistently 
find a trail of teamwork. 
The modern approach to 
fulfilling the United States’ 
long-term needs is no 
exception. 

If teamwork is a vital part 
of a nation’s success, then 
it is no wonder America is 
in its current state. The 
constant divide of the 


Democrats and Republicans 
in my eyes is sickening and 
childish. 

When the powers in 
charge have equal power 
but deliberately oppose 
each other, any nation 
would be in turmoil. I 
believe George Washington 
said it best: 

“However political 

parties may now and then 
answer popular ends, they 
are likely in the course of 
time and things, to become 


potent engines, by which 
cunning, ambitious, and 
unprincipled men will be 
enabled to subvert the 
power of the people and 
to usurp for themselves 
the reins of government, 
destroying afterwards 
the very engines which 
have lifted them to unjust 
dominion.” 

I love this country, and 
I believe in the minds and 
hearts of the majority of 
the people in this great 


nation, but I do not believe 
in political parties. 

I don’t believe the idea of 
political parties is a totally 
bad thing, when managed 
by responsible people 
who would put the United 
States’ interest ahead of 
their own. The current 
problem with parties is 
the strict oppositions 
between the Democrats 
and Republicans. 


see AMERICA page 7 
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Christmas gifts 
sure to bring joy 


Kristen Poole 

STAFFWRITER 

You feel that chill in the 
air? That’s right, Christmas 
is just around the corner. 
It’s a special and exciting 
time of year for everyone, 
not just children. Sure, the 
presents may be different 
as we get older but the thrill 
is still there. The world 
is becoming more and 
more electronically savvy, 
teens and young adults 
especially. They love 
the latest and greatest 
electronics. The new 
PlayStation 4 is number 
one on top ten review 
lists of the best Christmas 
gifts for 2013. Other ideas 
include the Macbook Air 
or the Google Chromecast, 
which is an inexpensive 
USB device that allows for 
streaming from a mobile 
device. 

Another popular 

Christmas gift this year is 
the Fitbit Flex which tracks 
activity and sleep schedule. 
This gift could help 
students avoid the dreaded 
freshman fifteen. 

Another option for teens 
would be the Kinivo ZX100, 
which is compatible with 


anything that has a 3.5mm 
audio socket. This device 
allows for an iPhone, iPod, 
Android device, laptop or 
MP3 players to be hooked 
up, and the Kinivo ZX100 
acts as an external speaker 
that puts out amazing 
sound. 

For a little stocking 
stuffer, an Anker Backup 
cell phone charger would 
be the perfect thing. This 
lipstick-sized device will 
recharge a cellphone while 
on the go to make sure it 
never runs out of power. 

A good camera is always 
a good idea. A Panasonic 
Lumix DMC-TS25 is the 
most popular rugged 
camera in 2013 and would 
be the perfect thing sitting 
under the tree. Other top 
Christmas gifts include 
a good smart TV like the 
Samsung UNEH5300, the 
new Kindle Fire or the 
Keurig K65 Single-Serve 
Brewer. 

Christmas will be here 
before you know it. As 
festive songs begin to play 
and lights go up on houses, 
do not forget to go and pick 
up some of these top gifts 
for the college student in 
your life. 



The PlayStation 4 is one of the top gifts this Christmas. 


Christmas traditions 
hold pagan sources 


Reed Cooley 

STAFFWRITER 

If you were in South 
America this time of year, 
the thought of a chilly 
holiday season decorated 
with snowmen, mistletoe 
and jingle bells would 
be truly odd, given that 
temperatures in the region 
tend to be warmer and 
snow is rare; nonetheless, 
the holidays continue to 
be celebrated in multiple 
ways today as they have for 
hundreds of years around 
the world. 

The holiday season 
originates from the Norse 
winter solstice season 
Yule, from which the word 
“Yuletide” is derived. 

According to history.com, 
“Scandinavians celebrated 
Yule from December 21 
until January. Families 
would gather large logs to 
ignite in their homes. Then, 
a feast would take place 
until the log burned out, 
which could take up to 12 
days (from which the song 
‘Twelve Days of Christmas’ 
is derived). 

“In Germany, people 
honored the pagan god 
Oden during the holidays, 
of whom they were 
terrified. Germans believed 
he made nocturnal flights 
to observe his people and 
decide who would perish. 
As a result, many people 
chose to remain inside 
throughout Yule.” 

Christmas trees, wreaths, 
and mistletoe can also be 
accredited to early pagan 
and druidical foundations. 

According to 

simpletoremember. 
com, “Pagans had long 
worshipped and decorated 


trees to bring them into 
their homes and ward away 
dark spirits. The Church 
adopted this tradition in 
order to convert pagans 
to Christian rule. Norse 
mythology tells how the 
god Balder was killed by 
a mistletoe arrow while 
fighting for the female god 
Nanna. This is where the 
tradition of kissing under 
the mistletoe originated.” 

In Rome, the vibrant 
season of Saturnalia took 
place every year from 
winter solstice week 
throughout the following 
month. During this time, 
low-class Romans gathered 
to worship Saturn, the god 
of seeding and sowing. 
Christmas presents can 
also be attributed to 
Saturnalia. Each year, the 
most hated citizen of each 
town, called the Lord of 
Misuse, was appointed by 
the emperor to be publicly 
abused, mocked, scorned 
and forced to give presents 
throughout the holiday 
season. 

Simpletormember.com 
explains, “Later, this ritual 
expanded to gift-giving 
among the general public. 
The Church later re-rooted 
this custom to Christianity 
in the tale of the benevolent 
St. Nicholas.” 

In early Christianity, 
Easter was the primary 
holiday prior to the fourth 
century decree of Dec. 25 
as the official date of Jesus’ 
birth. According to history, 
com, “...the Bible does not 
date Jesus’ birth. Although 
evidence suggests the 
spring, Pope Julius I chose 
December 25. Some 


see CHRISTMAS page 9 


Hub City Music takes off 



Student Tim Benoit works on his Facebook page, Hub City Music. Photo by Jessica Blackwell 


Blake Holifield 

BOBCAT PRESS EDITOR 

The Hattiesburg area is 
a hub for upcoming artists 
and comedians, so it’s only 
fitting that a hub has been 
created via Facebook for 
these artists and their 
audiences to connect. 

JCJC student Tim Benoit 
runs the Facebook page 
Hub City Music with his 
partner Josh Slaven. With 
over 2,600 likes on their 
Facebook page, Hub City 
Music is starting to make a 
name for itself by sharing 
and promoting upcoming 
bands at venues and 
restaurants around the 
Hattiesburg area. 

“The mission statement 
of the page is fairly simple,” 
said Benoit. “Hub City 
Music's goal is to give 
venues and bands a place 
to advertise their events 
for free and expand their 
audience, and it gives 
everyone else a single 
place for music and event 
listings for the Hattiesburg 
area. We love our local 
music scene and want to 
make it easier for artists 
to gain recognition and 


for music fans to find ways 
to support the music they 
love.” 

Hub City Music also 
promotes organizations 
and their events. The page 
even has a link to a Google 
calendar site, which lists 
all the upcoming shows 
and events around town. 


“The page also openly 
encourages people to post 
upcoming events that they 
are launching. Urging the 
community to grow and 
give everyone a chance has 
always been something we 
push towards,” said Benoit. 

Benoit and Slaven have 
helped book some large 


events around the city. The 
Thirsty Hippo’s Halloween 
show brought the venue 
to capacity and even had 
people standing outside. 

Their annual project 
“Band from a Hat” has 
also been quite a hit. The 
group invites musicians 
see HUB page 9 


Meet John Burks, comedian 


Jay Riley 

ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR 

JCJC students know 
John Burks as a speech 
instructor, but there are 
not many that know he 
is an amateur stand-up 
comedian. 


Burks fell in love with the 
comedic world at a very 
young age after watching 
“Eddie Murphy’s Delirious” 
when his parents left him 
home alone one day. He 
enjoyed watching the 
comedy of others but never 
considered doing it himself 

11 o^r^m 


until last spring, when a 
JCJC student encouraged 
him. 

"Natalie Hanna, a former 
student at JCJC, should be 
credited for pushing me 
to do comedy," said Burks. 
"A comedian herself, she 
helped with feedback and 
encouragement." 

Hanna, who has 
participated in open mic 
nights for the past three 
years, said when Burks 
found out she did stand up, 
he wanted to know more 
about it. 

"I could tell he was 
genuinely interested, and 
it was something he always 
wanted to try," she said. "I 
found his sense of humor 
to be more advanced than 
the average person. He is 
the type of person that can 
find humor in just about 
any situation. That is rare." 

With performances 
ranging from locations such 
as Brewsky’s, Macguire’s 
Pub, and the Yellow Fiddle 
in Hattiesburg to Jitters in 
Laurel, and even to Howlin’ 
Wolf in New Orleans, Burks 
is already an accomplished 
comedian with an ability to 


charm the audience. 

George Carlin is one 
of the many comedians 
that fueled his passion 
for comedy. Although he 
loves being a comedian, 
he wants to keep it strictly 
as a hobby. He describes 
comedy as a “very euphoric 
experience” and believes 
comedy is “good for people 
to relate to.” 

Burks’ comedy consists 
mainly of recollections on 
past events in his life. He 
mainly discusses mistakes 
from his past and his family 
at his stand-up shows. 
Even though he doesn’t 
get paid, Burks still enjoys 
every minute of his stand- 
up. 

He currently has no 
upcoming shows, but 
there’s a good reason. 

“I have put my comedy 
career on a hiatus in 
order to pursue a Ph.D in 
Communication Studies,” 
said Burks. 

The JCJC instructor may 
love comedy, but he loves 
teaching a classroom full of 
students far more than any 
stand-up show he has ever 
performed. 



Speech instructor John Burks. Photo by Jessica Blackwell 


JCJC Historical Society explores Lauren 
Rogers Museum of Art during field trip 



Kolby Busby (left) and Reed Cooley (right) discuss the 
paintings in the museum. Photo by Jessica Blackwell 


Trevor Schwartz 

STAFFWRITER 

On Oct. 21 the Jones 
County Junior College 
Historical Society took a 
field trip to the Lauren 
Rogers Museum of Art. 
The museum is home to 
a variety of exhibitions 
ranging from modern art 
to a recent rock and roll 
gallery. 

"Throughout school 
years, students learn a 
wealth of history about 
wars and distant countries; 
all too often though 
students do not learn 
about the history of the 
place in which they grew 
up, their hometown," said 
historical society sponsor 
Chad Garick. "Therefore, 
the JCJC Historical 
Society takes an annual 
trip to the Lauren Rogers 
Museum, where students 
learn a piece of history 
about Laurel and Jones 
County while exploring a 


wonderful museum." 

Students took a strong 
interest in the cultural 
value of the works 
displayed throughout 
the halls of the Museum. 
There was a universal 
appreciation from 

students who took time 
to delve into the history 
of the exhibits and the 
architecture of the 
museum itself. 

Brian Doyle, a member 
of the JCJC Historical 
Society, said, “Whether we 
were looking at a portrait, 
sculptures, or examples of 
impressionism, there was 
always history behind it. 
Every piece was beautiful.” 

Students were taken 
into each section of the 
museum and allowed 
to explore art such as 
oil paintings, bronze 
sculptures and woven 
baskets. It was pointed 
out that each piece of 
art retained a different 
sense of culture and 


individuality. Most works 
reflected Southern 

culture highlighting the 
aristocracy of some and 
the struggle of others. 

The museum has several 
contemporary pieces as 
well. Many art students 
and freelance artists have 
their works displayed, 
proving the vitality of the 


art community. 

The JCJC Historical 
society plans to host 
more trips in the future to 
other important historical 
towns such as Natchez 
or Vicksburg allowing 
students interested in 
history to have a personal 
interaction with the vivid 
culture of our state. 
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The Hunger Games strikes again 


Heather Allen 

OPINIONS EDITOR 

At the end of the first 
movie of “The Hunger 
Games” trilogy, having 
posed as star-crossed 
lovers to insure their 
survival, District 12’s 
Katniss Everdeen and Peeta 
Mellark were both crowned 
victors of the 74th Hunger 
Game. Because Katniss 
defied the Capitol during 
the games, the president 
of Panem is filled with 
vengeance, and that begins 
the second installment 
of the trilogy, the newly 
released “Catching Fire.” 

Upon their departure 
from the Hunger Games, 
Katniss and Peeta must 
travel across Panem on 
their Victory Tour, while at 
the same time attempting 
to convince President 
Snow of their love for one 
another. Katniss’ worst fear 
comes true when she and 
Peeta are thrown back into 
the 75th Hunger Games, 
otherwise known as the 
Quarter Quell. Along with 
other victors from the rest 
of the 12 districts, they will 


fight to the death. 

Jennifer Lawrence 

once again perfects the 
role of “The Girl on Fire.” 
Her portrayal of Katniss 
Everdeen is eerily accurate 
to the character created by 
Suzanne Collins, the author 
of “The Hunger Games” 
trilogy. Josh Hutcherson 
radiates the kindness, 
concern and strength that 
Peeta Mellark is known 
for. Liam Hemsworth’s 
character, Gale Hawthorne, 
is seen more in this film than 
in the first. Hemsworth 
accurately portrays Gale’s 
qualities of street-smarts, 
devotion and rebellion. 
The other characters that 
make an introduction in 
“Catching Fire” are played 
brilliantly as well, such 
as Sam Claflin as Finnick 
Odair, Jena Malone as 
Johanna Mason, Amanda 
Plummer as Wiress and 
Jeffret Wright as Beetus. 

Another key feature 
of “Catching Fire” is 
the soundtrack made 
specifically for the movie, 
which features songs 
by Christina Aguilera, 
Coldplay, The Lumineers, 


Ellie Goulding, Imagine 
Dragons and The Weekend. 
All of these songs reflect 
the gloomy, yet hopeful, 
mood of the film. The most 
notable song from the 
soundtrack is Lorde’s cover 
of “Everybody Wants to 
Rule the World.” The singer 
gives a unique, dark twist 
to the classic originally 
recorded by Tears for 
Fears. 

Perhaps one of the most 
important parts of a book- 
turned-movie is getting 
the setting that the author 
created just right. That is 
what makes “Catching Fire” 
exceptional. The world of 
Panem and the arena of the 
75th Hunger Games in the 
film is almost exactly what 
Suzanne Collins described 
in the book. From the 
water to the cornucopia 
to the mutations designed 
to torture the tributes, the 
film accurately displayed 
the world Collins created. 

All-in-all, “Catching Fire” 
was a fantastic movie. It’s 
usually extremely hard 
to make a movie as good 
as the book it’s based off 
of, but director Francis 



JCJC students Colt Mozingo and Lakyn Crane wait at the Grand Theatre of Hattiesburg for 
the midnight premiere of The Hunger Games: Catching Fire. They were just two of the 426 
people waiting in line. Photo by Jessica Blackwell 

Lawrence pulled it off. The setting were all superb, the must-see movie of the 
acting, soundtrack and “Catching Fire” is definitely year. 


ABC Family returns with the 
annual 25 Days of Christmas 


ABC Family has begun their annual 25 Days of Christmas for the month of December. 


Kristen Poole 

STAFF WRITER 

It’s that time again: 
time for all the Christmas 
movies to take over TV. 

Every year, ABC Family 
features a 25 days of 
Christmas special, when 
it plays family movies 
and shows pertaining to 
Christmas. This year they 
even premiered a new 
Christmas movie. 

“Christmas Bounty” 
premiered on Nov. 26. 
Tory Bell, played by 
Francia Raise, is a bounty 
hunter-turned-Manhattan 
teacher, who must return 
home to face an old enemy. 

The 25 days of Christmas 
will play many of the 
Christmas favorites that 
everyone waits every year 
to see, but they will also 
premiere some movies 
that haven’t been played 
on ABC Family before. On 
Sunday, Dec. 22, a holiday 
movie marathon will run all 
day. If someone misses a 
film they wanted to watch, 


it will probably play again 
during the special. To see 
the schedule of films or 
shows, go to abcfamily. 
com. 

Another good channel 
to find Christmas movies 
is the Hallmark channel. It 
has been playing Christmas 
movies since November. 
Hallmark premieres new 
movies every Saturday and 
Sunday. 


Other channels that will 
show Christmas movies 
are FX, Lifetime Movie 
Network, Disney Channel, 
TBS and Nickelodeon. 
Check your local TV 
listings for airings of your 
favorites. 

Sample line up of 
ABC Family’s 25 Days of 
Christmas: 

Dec. 15 - National 
Lampoon’s Christmas 


Vacation 

Dec. 16 -The Santa 
Clause and The Santa 
Clause 2 

Dec. 17 - The Polar 
Express 

Dec. 18- Mickey’s 
Christmas Carol and Mary 
Poppins 

Dec. 19 - Dr. Seuss’ 

How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas 



Perry produces first Madea Christmas film 



Amber Johnson 

STAFF WRITER 

Most everyone is familiar 
with the hilarious, gut- 
busting Tyler Perry, and 
his latest foray into movie 
theaters is sure to please. 

Perry, an actor, director, 
screenwriter and producer 
best known for his amazing 
plays, books and movies, 
has been performing as a 
thuggish, elderly lady for 
years named Madea. This 
character has starred in 
several movies, including 
“Madea Goes to Jail,” 
“Class Reunion,” “Family 
Reunion,” “I Can do Bad All 
By Myself,” “Diary of a Mad 
Black Woman,” “Meet the 
Browns,” “Why Did I Get 
Married” and “Alex Cross.” 

Now he is at it again in 
the new movie “Madea’s 
Christmas.” The movie is 
based on Madea spending 
her holiday in the country, 
Tyler Perry’s a Madea Christmas hits theatres on Dec. 13. where she goes to help her 


friend give her daughter 
a surprise visit. Bringing 
a good vibe and telling a 
wonderful story is what 
Tyler Perry is best at, 
so this promises to be a 
wonderful heartwarming 
family movie. With Madea 
in a new home, around 
new people and in a new 
area, there is bound to 
be funny and interesting 
encounters. 

The cast of this movie 
includes Chad Michael 
Murray, Kathy Najimy, 
Alicia Witt, Tikia Sumpter, 
Eric Lively and Lisa 
Whelchel. 

Perry started his career 
writing books and plays, 
which all possess a strong 
family and God connection. 
Inspiration and comedy are 
two of his specialties, and 
this new movie is based off 
the stage play of the same 
name. “A Madea Christmas” 
will be in theaters Dec. 13. 
Don’t miss it! 


Games to play 
in November 


IanYelverton 

STAFF WRITER 

The year 2013 is coming 
to a close. Although 
not as hectic as the first 
half of the year, this fall 
season has seen some 
significant game releases, 
each begging to be played 
and enjoyed. These are 
the top three games to be 
played from the month of 
November. 

#1. Call of Duty: Ghosts 

The newest installment 
of the best-selling Call 
of Duty series arrived on 
Nov. 15. Some might say 
that Ghosts is just another 
retread of the same tired 
gameplay continuously 
rehashed Call of Duty 4: 
Modern Warfare in 2007. 

If that does not present 
a problem, then Ghosts 
is well worth a look. The 


multiplayer is just as it 
has always been, with the 
inclusion of several new 
modes, such as Blitz. The 
campaign seems to be the 
same old song-and-dance, 
which is not necessarily 
bad. Ghosts’ campaign 
seems to boast one of 
the better campaigns 
from a Call of Duty game 
in years. In conclusion, 
Call of Duty: Ghosts may 
be the same painting 
on a different canvas, it 
ultimately embodies the 
“if it ain’t broke, don’t fix 
it” mentality which has 
served the series well for 
years. 

#2. Assassin’s Creed IV: 
Black Flag 

Releasing alongside the 
PS4 on Nov. 15 and Xbox 
One on Nov. 22, Assassin’s 


see GAMES page 10 


Kelly Clarkson 
debuts her first 
Christmas album 


Robyn Craft 

STAFF WRITER 

Those looking for a new 
Christmas album should 
check out the recently 
dropped “Wrapped in Red,” 
the sixth album released 
by American recording 
artist Kelly Clarkson. 

The album has many 
older classics such as 
Irving Berlin’s “White 
Christmas” and Rodgers 


and Hammerstein’s “My 
Favorite Things” along 
with five new songs 
that were co-written by 
Clarkson herself, such 
as the album title song, 
“Wrapped in Red.” 

The album single 
“Underneath the Tree” 
was a joint project 
between Clarkson and 
Greg Kurstin, who also 
collaborated together on 

see CLARKSON page 10 
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Kelly Clarkson’s latest album Wrapped in Red is in stores 
now. 
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Bobcats cap off successful season 



Quay Boyd bulls his way through a host of EMCC defenders during the state championship. Photo by Jessica Blackwell 


Josh Beasley 

SPORTS EDITOR 

After a 9-2 season, 
the Bobcat faithful have 
something to be proud of 
on the gridiron. Despite 
a tough loss in the MACJC 
state championship, the 
Bobcats enjoyed the most 
success they’ve had in 
several years. 

Experience was hard to 
find on this football team 
with only a hand-ful of 
starters returning from 
the previous year, but the 
young, talented players 
stepped up for the Bobcats. 

“I am extremely proud of 
the way our guys stepped 
up and competed this 
year,” said JCJC head coach 
Ray Perkins. “Everyone did 
their job, and we were able 
to have a successful year 


because of it.” 

A big reason for the 
prolific success could be 
Perkins himself. The well- 


traveled Perkins came out 
of retirement to coach the 
Bobcats in 2012, and it has 
paid off for both him and 


the Bobcat football team. 

Perkins was recently 
named MACJC coach of 
the year in only his second 


year as the head man after 
going 15-5 in the past 
two seasons. Along with 
that accomplishment, 11 


Bobcats have received 
postseason honors. 

Wide receiver JaMicheal 
Willis was named All- 
Region 23. Willis, offensive 
tackle Jalen Beavers, 
defensive tackle Steven 
Eddings and punter Grant 
McLaurin were named 
All-MACJC first-team. 
Wide receiver Quartez 
Cooks, offensive James 
Anthony, quarterback 
Steven Swindle, defensive 
tackle Jamarcus Blanks, 
linebacker Jamal Lucas, 
cornerback Victor Jenkins 
and safety D’Andre Jackson 
were named All-MACJC 
second-team. 

“The development of 
all the guys that were 
named by the MACJC really 
speaks volumes for their 

see SEASON page 7 


Bobcat Spotlight 


Bullying rattles locker rooms around nation 


Bobcat Spotlight honors JCJC’s best and brightest athletes. These 
students are recognized for excellence in their respective sport. 


Class: Sophomore 
Hometown: Raleigh, MS 
What is your favorite thing about 
cheerleading? 

“My favorite thing about cheerleading 
is being able to cheer for such a 
wonderful football team at an even 
greater school. Also, we prepare all year 
for a National championship that takes 
place in Disney World. We put in a 
great deal of hard work and dedication, 
but finally getting to compete in front of 
thousands of people is totally worth it, especially in Disney 
World! 

Who is your biggest inspiration and why? 

“My biggest inspiration is my coach, Kayla Hankins. She 
cheered at JC and Southern, and also coached at Southern. 
She reminds us daily to never give up and encourages 
us to strive to be the best we can be. She is such a great 
inspiration to my teammates and me. She is by far the best 
cheerleading coach I have ever had.” 


Class: Sophomore 
Position: Running Back 
Hometown: Lena, MS 
What is your favorite thing about 
football? 

“My favorite thing about football has 
to be the fans, the sound of the band, 
and the competition.” 

Who is your biggest inspiration and 
why? 

“My biggest inspiration is my 
grandmother, Jessie Mae Harris. To 
look up and see that she made it to the game, makes me 
want to put all I can into every play. I love my grandmother.” 



Justin Harris 



Men's soccer ends 
successful season 


Reed Cooley 

SPORTS WRITER 

As the JCJC men’s 
soccer team’s season 
comes to a close, the 
team reflected on their 
season and what it meant 
for them. 

“This season was the 
best that I have ever had 
at JCJC,” said men’s soccer 
head coach Oleg Baleyev, 
who has coached the 
men’s soccer team since 
2008. “We finished 12- 
4-1 despite a very hard- 
fought season. Out of 
12 wins, 5 were overtime 
victories; 10 games we 
finished ended with a 


one-goal difference. 

“As far as our players, 
we had a fantastic group 
of guys that I enjoyed 
coaching. The whole 
team stuck to team 
principles, which are 
hard work, respect and 
dedication. Needless to 
say, it paid off in the end. 

I would like to thank my 
captains for their support 
and management of our 
team. I also give the 
sophomores my best 
wishes in their future 
endeavors.” 

Alongside their coach, 
the team captains, 
Jamarcus Ducksworth, 

see MENS SOCCER page 7 



Gabe Brown scoops up a rogue ball. Photo by Jessica 
Blackwell 


Typically, most people 
would not imagine a 
bullying victim weighing 
over 300 
pounds and 
wearing 
an NFL 
uniform; 
nonetheless, 
it is safe 
to say the 
Miami 
Dolphins 
have been 
undergoing their fair share 
of schoolyard shenanigans 
over the past month. 

On Oct. 30, reports 
of Jonathan Martin, 
offensive tackle for the 
Dolphins, stated that 
he had left two days 
earlier seeking treatment 
for emotional distress 
caused by his teammates, 
including guard Richie 


Incognito. Incognito, a 
nine-year veteran in the 
NFL, is recognized in the 
sports community for his 
aggression on the gridiron, 
having been voted by his 
fellow players as the NFL’s 
“dirtiest player” in 2009. 

The following week, 
Incognito was indefinitely 
suspended based on 
accusations of harassment 
and racial slurring towards 
Martin, who, despite these 
instances, has publicly 
stated his interest in 
resuming his career in the 
NFL. Also, Martin hopes to 
meet with Dolphins owner 
Stephen Ross within the 
next few days. Following 
the meeting, Ross hopes 
to reexamine the so-called 
“locker-room culture” 

see BULLYING page 9 



Reed Cooley 

COLUMNIST 


Is bullying acceptable in sports? 
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^ It's a part of the culture of sports and 
shouldn't be reported. 21 % 

“3 Bullying is wrong no matter where it 
happens. 69% 

I I'm not sure how I feel. 10% 
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JCJC basketball enjoys success 


Josh Beasley 

SPORTS EDITOR 

JCJC men’s and women’s 
basketball teams have both 
started off on the right foot. 
Despite coaching changes 
and limited experience, 
both teams have remained 
focused and continue to 
build off of last year. 

The Bobcats have posted 
a 4-0 record to this point 
with wins over William 
Carey, Alabama Southern, 
Delgado Community 
College and Itawamba. 

Thaddeus Hall and 
Leo Garrett have led the 
team in scoring so far this 
season, helping make up 
for lost points for a team 


hit hard by graduation. 

Despite being 

undefeated, JCJC men’s 
basketball coach Jay 
Ladner believes his team 
can do a lot of little things 
better. 

“Offensively we have got 
to be better in the paint,” 
said Ladner. “We also have 
to shoot free throws, and 
we need to have a better 
three-point percentage. 
Those are small things we 
can do to make us better 
each day.” 

The Lady Bobcats have 
already recorded victories 
over Alabama Southern 
and Delgado community 
college. 

The only blemish on the 


Lady Bobcat’s record is a 
68-66 loss to Itawamba. 
Head coach Sandra Sumrall 
believes that loss shows 
her players the importance 
of finishing. 

“We had several chances 
to put that game away, and 
we had our shot to even 
win it at the end. In the 
end, we just have to learn 
from our mistakes and 
move on,” said Sumrall. 

Both teams already have 
gained a signature win 
for the season, sweeping 
Louisiana basketball power 
Delgado Community 
College with ease. 

The Bobcats and Lady 
Bobcats will go on the road 

see BASKETBALL page 9 



Johnny Zuppardo goes for a 
layup, by Jessica Blackwell 


The Pick Six 


This week we will be predicting conference winners for the 2013 college football season. Predicting will be 
Radionian students, Jay Riley, Josh Beasley, Jessica Carter, Trey Howard, Jessica Blackwell, and guest, Kolby Busby. 
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SEC champion 



Jay Riley 


Alabama 


Alabama 


Alabama 


Alabama 


Missouri 


Alabama 


ACC champion 


Florida State Florida State Florida State Florida State Florida State Florida State 


Pac 12 
champion 


Stanford 


Stanford 


Oregon 


Oregon 


Stanford 


Stanford 


Big 12 champion 


Baylor 


Baylor 


Baylor 


Texas 


Texas 


Baylor 


Big 10 champion 


Ohio State Ohio State Ohio State Ohio State Ohio State Ohio State 


Conference USA 
champion 


East Carolina East Carolina East Carolina Marshall East Carolina East Carolina 
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V 


Lady Bobcat Soccer brings home state title 



Alexis Thornton trips an Eastern Florida State forward. 

Photo by Jessica Blackwell 


Jessica Blackwell 

SPORTS WRITER 

The Lady Bobcats soccer 
team gave JCJC’s motto, “Be 
Great,” true meaning when 
they brought home the 2013 
MACJC/Region 23 State 
Tournament Title. 

“Winning the state 
championship was 

awesome, especially as a 
freshman,” said goalkeeper 
Briahna Dickerson. 

The Lady Bobcats went on 
to host the 18th nationally 
ranked Eastern Florida 
State College Titans, but fell 
to the Titans 2-0. 

“The loss was bitter sweet. 
We knew we were stepping 
up to the next level,” head 
coach Delores Deasley said. 
“This shows us where we 


stand and what we need to 
accomplish next season to 
make it to that next level.” 

Briahna Dickerson 

recorded nine total saves 
for JCJC. Dickerson said, 
“We played real hard, so 
I am proud that the team 
went that far, but it’s also a 
sad feeling because I know 
we could’ve went farther.” 

The Lady Bobcats ended 
their season with a 17-2 
record, a single season 
record for victories. 

“I feel great about this 
season. The girls set a 
goal of winning the state 
championship from day 
one, and look at where we 
are now,” Deasley said. “I 
can’t really complain, but 
ultimately, I want to go 
farther. I want to be the 


first Jones team to get 
past only winning the state 
championship. We try to 
raise the bar every year.” 

Kelsey Cochran, a 
sophomore forward from 
Greene County, received 
MACJC weekly honors and 
was also selected to play 
in the first annual MACJC 
All Star Game. Briahna 
Dickerson, freshman 

goalkeeper from Gautier, 
received MACJC goalkeeper 
of the week honors. Lindy 
Tabor, a freshman from 
Florence, received MACJC 
weekly honors and was 
named NCJAA Divisional/ 
National player of the week. 
Brittany Farrar of Brandon 
and Laurel Riebock of 
Florence represented the 
Lady Bobcats in the first 


annual MACJC All Star 
Game. 

The Lady Bobcats 
are graduating eight 
sophomores this year. 
Three of those graduates 
are starting defenders. 
A number of players are 
committed to joining 
the Lady Bobcats in the 
following season, but team 
size is limited due to a set 
amount of scholarships. 

The Lady Bobcat soccer 
team has won two state 
championships in the six 
years Deasley has coached 
at JCJC. Deasley said, “I 
feel like Jones is where 
God wants me to be. I have 
amazing support from the 
administration, and it’s a 
great place to be.” 

The Lady Bobcats will 


have to prepare more with 
the upcoming freshmen 
who will replace the three 
starting defenders, but 


Coach Deasley and the 
Lady Bobcats plan to reign 
victorious once again next 
season. 


Mens Soccer 

from page 6 

midfielder, Zach Traylor, 
midfielder, and Kevin 
Ndongo, forward, had their 
own opinions regarding the 
season. 

“Overall, I would have 
to say the season was very 
good,” said Ducksworth. 
“Despite the fact that we 
could have put more people 
in and avoided playing 
defensive towards the end 
of the season, I do not think 
there is much we could have 
done to make the season 
better; therefore I am very 
satisfied.” 


Season 

from page 6 

work ethic,” said JCJC 
offensive coordinator David 
Thornton. “These guys 
bought into the system and 


“[This season] was 
definitely a huge 
improvement from last year,” 
said Traylor. “I would have to 
say that we, without a doubt, 
had a more committed team 
than last year. We also 
had more players scoring, 
which is a great reflection 
on our increased amount 
of teamwork. I only wish 
we could have played more 
games. My final hope, 
however, is that we can help 
prepare our team for next 
year.” 

“We definitely had a 
more intense desire to win,” 
expressed Ndongo. “There is 
no doubt that our chemistry 
was better this season as 


were committed to making 
this season a success.” 

After tearing through the 
regular season with only 
one loss the Bobcats would 
go on to meet Itawamba 
in the first round of the 
MACJC playoffs, and walk 


well. Personally, I want to 
see the players commit to 
the game on an individual 
level by giving everything 
they have on the field.” 

The sentiment to help 
prepare next year’s team is 
one shared by the captains 
and the coach, helping insure 
another winning season in 
the future. 

“My hope is that the 
players have enjoyed being 
part of our team and school 
and have learned the value 
of hard work both on and 
off the field,” said Baleyev. 
“Hopefully, JCJC will be 
fortunate enough to continue 
to recruit our region’s best 
players.” 


away with a decisive 49-21 
victory. 

In the state championship 
game, the Bobcats would 
not find such success. East 
Mississippi was able to end 
JCJC’s chance of a state 
championship with a 61-24 


defeat. 

“We ran into a really good 
team, and we made some 
mistakes in the title game 
that ultimately decided the 
outcome. We still had a 
solid year, and I am proud 
of our guys,” said Perkins. 


down until somebody said 
uncle. 

While our government 
is in shambles, there are 
still examples of great 
teamwork in our country. 
The flight crew United 
Airlines 232 saved hundreds 
of lives with quick thinking 
and sound teamwork. 

After losing hydraulic 
power in all but two 
engines, the flight crew 
was able to come together 


and land the plane. 

What disaster has 
to occur before our 
government feels 

compelled to cross their 
party line boundaries and 
work as a team to save our 
nation and its people? 

Until we stop fighting 
each other and regain the 
attitude of America first, 
the United States will never 
gain its place back as a top 
world power. 


America 

from page 3 

The majority of these 
two parties have nothing 
in mind but how to take 
the other down. They don’t 
care about what is best for 
this country. They care 
about having screaming 
matches like a bunch of 
immature five year olds. 

If you have a hard time 
believing that, look at the 
government shutdown that 
recently took place. Rather 
than compromise an inch, 
both parties decided to 
shut the entire government 


Men's Intramurals 
Flag Football Rankings 


#1- Nike Sox 
#2- Young Guns 
#3- Not So Slim 
#4- Repeaters 


#7- KSH 
#8- Sipside 
#9- White-Out 
#10- Spartan Warr 


#5-Yellow Jackets #11-6Josiah9 
#6- Albino Rhinos #12- Eagles 
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Gay Rights 

from page 3 

public figure has chosen 
to step up as an example 
to the nation. In Portland, 
Maine, Congressman Mike 
Michaud, who wants to 
unseat Gov. Paul LePage, 
announced he is gay. 
While Michaud admitted 
he did not have a romantic 
interest at the moment, he 
prefers not to talk about 
his personal life. He hopes 


that his opponents will join 
him in waging a positive 
campaign that focuses on 
important issues. 

Since Maine approved gay 
marriage lastyear, Michaud’s 
acknowledgement that 
he is gay could mean big 
contributions from gay 
rights groups. Michaud is 
not the only gay politician. 
There are seven members 
of the U.S. House who are 
openly gay, along with one 
member of the U.S. Senate. 


As of right now, there are 
no openly gay governors 
so Michaud could make 
history. 

The ENDA bill should be 
passed because sexuality 
should not matter in the 
workplace. Sexuality is not 
the problem; intolerant 
people are. Nobody should 
get fired, or hired for 
that matter, due to their 
sexuality. If people get their 
job done that is all that 
matters. 


As Obama wrote in the 
Huffington Post: “Here in 
the United States, we’re 
united by a fundamental 
principle: we are all created 
equal and every single 
American deserves to be 
treated equally in the eyes 
of the law.” Well, Obama’s 
right. America has always 
prided itself on being a 
nation of freedom and 
equality. Until ENDA is 
passed, our nation can no 
longer hold that title. 


Egypt 

from page 3 

only on the issues affecting 
pro-Morsi supporters. 
On July 3, 2013, Morsi 
was officially unseated by 
several political officers, 
which resulted in the 
military gaining full control 
back from the Muslim 
Brotherhood. 

Currently members of 
the Muslim Brotherhood 
have switched from 
protesting to borderline 
terrorism by attacking 
riot police, military and 


any political opposition. 
Despite these attacks, 
Egypt’s military is 
constantly pushing back 
and stabilizing the country 
and has managed to avoid 
falling into the same fate as 
Iran. 

Though the United 
States perceives itself as 
a bastion of democracy, 
society must ask itself if 
the democratic process 
is effective for everyone. 
Should cultures that base 
social morality on draconic 
principals and ideologies 
be given the power to 


govern a population and 
command a military? 
Governments based on 
theocratic framework have 
a history of collapse and 
repeat a vicious cycle of 
opportunists looking to 
exploit civilians. 

If the United States 
wishes to keep the peace 
and quell radical zealots, 
we must start with taking 
practical steps with 
the aid of the Egyptian 
military to extinguish the 
growing flame of radical 
religious extremism 

while preserving positive 


qualities of Egyptian 
culture. The world is 
reaching historic levels 
of interconnectedness, 
which calls for greater 
interference in dangerous 
situations such as that in 
Egypt. To protect Americans 
and their interests, direct 
involvement in unstable 
countries must continue. 
Until the Middle East is 
stabilized, the United 
States will have to continue 
to regulate political despots 
exploiting people and 
necessary forces keeping 
order. 


Blood Drive 



United Blood Services collected 102 units during JCJC’s 
annual holiday blood drive December 4. Pictured 
giving blood is Nelda Creel. Although she is retired 
after working for the college for 32 years, the former 
Industrial Services secretary gives blood at each JCJC 
blood drive because, she says, “JCJC is in my blood.” 

The Jones County Cattlemen’s Association cooked 
hamburgers for all the donors. Participants during the 
one-day blood drive also received a free t-shirt. The next 
drive will be held in the spring. Photo by Jessica Blackwell 


V. 


Mississippi 

from page 3 

as well. Mississippi has 
produced some of the 
best football players in the 
NFL, and they wear cleats. 
Remember Walter Payton on 
the Wheaties Box? He’s from 
Mississippi. He still holds 
the majority of NFL records, 
and he hasn’t touched the 
field in 20 years. 

Brett Favre, born and 
raised in Mississippi, played 
football at the University of 
Southern Mississippi and 
was later drafted into the 
NFL. In the NFL, Favre was 
selected as the Associated 
Press Most Valuable Player 


(MVP) three years in a row. 
After retiring in 2011, he now 
is an offensive coordinator 
for Oak Grove High School. 

Mississippi has many 
outstanding writers so I 
cannot comprehend why 
Mississippians are deemed 
illiterate. William Faulkner, 
who is from Oxford, worked 
in a variety of media, 
including novels, short 
stories, poetry and screen 
plays. He also won the 
Nobel Prize and a Pulitzer. 
Eudora Welty, from Jackson, 
has won a Pulitzer for her 
fiction, “The Optimist’s 
Daughter.” John Grisham 
lives in Oxford. Grisham, an 
American lawyer, politician 


and author, is known for 
his legal thrillers. Dr. James 
Hardy wrote 24 books. Hardy 
led the team at University of 
Mississippi Medical Center 
in performing the first ever 
lung transplant. 

Mississippi was the first 
state in the nation to have 
a planned system of junior 
colleges. The state proposed 
an idea of junior colleges 
to be cheaper for people 
who could not afford a 
university. This plan also 
started what is now the 
Advanced Placement classes 
that can be taken in some 
high schools and count as a 
college credit. 

When Mississippi holds 


her hand out, it’s usually 
for giving, not receiving. 
Mississippi donates an 
average of 7.2% of our 
income to charities. We are 
number two in the nation 
for charitable donations, 
second to Utah. 

Despite all these great 
accomplishments by 

Mississippians, stereotypes 
abound. 

“Every culture has negative 
stereotypes, because no 
culture is perfect,” explained 
Stacy Ruth, JCJC sociology 
instructor. “Negative 

stereotypes are sometimes 
evolved out of fallacy of 
dramatic instances. There is 
always going to be a marginal 


part of society no matter 
where you live, no matter 
what country or continent, 
to where we are going to 
have to feel superior to.” 

Liza Looser with the 
Cirlot Agency spoke to 
JCJC’s Honors College 
about the “Mississippi 
Believe It” campaign 
founded by the company 
(www.mississippibelieveit. 
com). The Cirlot Agency is 
a Mississippi-based, full- 
service, marketing, public 
relations and corporate 
communications firm. They 
are known throughout the 
nation as one of the top 
three advertising agencies 
in the defense industry. 


As fellow Mississippians, 
Looser and her husband 
were tired of the negative 
stereotypes, so they created 
this campaign through The 
Cirlot Agency to educate 
the nation of the many great 
things about Mississippi. 

We should follow the lead 
of the Cirlot Agency. As 
Mississippians, we should 
defend ourselves. Do not let 
anyone put the Hospitality 
State down, and be proud 
of your state. Mississippi 
has contributed much to 
our great nation. Anyone 
who wants to negatively 
stereotype Mississippi 
needs to rewind, do some 
research, and try again. 


Nearly 50 percent of our 
students are transfers, 
so we understand where 
you’re coming from and 
where you want to go. 

Southern Miss is the next step in your journey. 


View majors and degree plans: 

www.usm.edu/undergraduate 

Apply for admission: the university of 

www.usm.edu/admissions SOUTHERN 

MISSISSIPPI 



AA/EOE/ADAI 
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McLendon begins 


Jessica Carter 

SPORTS WRITER 

“To whom much is given, 
much is required,” Luke 
12:48. 

Those are the words that 
Darris McLendon excels by 
every night he steps on the 
court. 

In his high school 
career, he played football, 
basketball, track and also 
baseball. His sophomore 
year, the 6’5, 205-pound 
forward started his first high 
school basketball game. 
Soon after that, McLendon 


took the prestigious awards 
of All-District for two 
consecutive years. 

McLendon thinks he 
resembles most to the 
starting power forward for 
the Miami Heat, Udonnis 
Haslem, and he sees New 
York Knicks star Carmello 
Anthony as a major idol. 

A returning sophomore 
at JCJC, McLendon hopes 
to make a difference this 
year. He originally came 
to Jones as a walk-on, and 
now obtains a full-tuition 
scholarship forhisbasketball 
abilities. Character and 


Christmas 

from page 4 

scholars suggest that this 
date was chosen to adopt 
and absorb the traditions 
of Saturnalia.” 

That same century, 
Bishop Nicholas of Smyrna 
(Izmir), otherwise known 
as Saint Nicholas, lived 
in what is now Turkey. 
Throughout his life, the 
bishop became known for 
his benevolence, especially 
towards children. Even 
after his death in 343 CE, 
the church exalted the 
reputation of St. Nicholas; 
the Eastern and Oriental 
Orthodox Churches would 
eventually do the same. 

Word of St. Nicholas 
continued to spread across 
Europe and into the post- 


Columbian New World. 
As people of different 
cultures, languages and 
dialects continued to tell 
stories about him, his 
name, too, would change. 
The English would adopt 
the nickname “Father 
Christmas.” The Dutch 
would name him De Goede 
Sint, or “The Good Saint.” 
The southern Germans 
and Austrians would call 
him Chris Kringle, or 
“Christ-child,” while the 
northern Germans would 
call him Sinterklaas; this 
nickname would evolve 
into what we now know as 
Santa Claus. 

According to 

Stnicholascenter.org, “St. 
Nicholas had a difficult 
time during the Protestant 
Reformation. Although 


Debt 

from page 3 

While college itself is 
expensive, it is not the sole 
reason people stay in debt 
for essentially the rest of 
their lives. Sometimes, the 
interest rate or the lender 
can play a part. According 
to Federal Student Aid, 
the fixed interest rate for 
an undergraduate loan is 
fixed at 3.86 percent. The 
interest rate of a graduate 
loan is fixed at 5.41. PLUS 
loans’ interest rates are 
fixed at 6.41 percent, while 
the interest rate of Perkins 
loans is fixed at 5 percent. 
With the average costs 
of attending a university 
ranging anywhere from 
$10,000 to $25,000 per 
semester, it is easy to see 
why so many people are 
faced with student loan 
debt. 

Our country urges its 


youth to further their 
education. Growing up, 
children constantly hear 
why attending college 
is essential to success. 
Financial aid is sometimes 
hard to receive and 
scholarships are not always 
guaranteed; therefore, 
college students are 
being forced to take out 
student loans in order to 
pay for their future. With 
interest rates being so 
high for the large amounts 
of money students must 
borrow, students end up 
paying more money than 
they originally acquired, 
sometimes double or triple 
the amount originally 
borrowed. 

The demands of life 
after college: a mortgage, 
car note, and a family, for 
instance, can often force 
student loan recipients to 
make only the required 
monthly payment over a 


Lochhead 

from page 2 

solubilized during the 
shampoo cleansing and 
foaming steps - then 
on rinsing the polymer 
forms a complex called a 
‘coacervate’ that separates 
from the rinse water 
and deposits on the hair.’ 
Coacervates are used in 
many other applications 
today including gene 
therapy and pre-natal 
surgery.” 

Simply put, Lochhead’s 
polymers stay on surfaces, 
such as sunscreen on skin 
and Thompson water seal 


on wood. His work has 
even reached into the 
military sector. Working 
with the U.S. Department 
of Defense, Lochhead has 
worked to develop a new 
type of camouflage face 
paint to shield soldiers 
from the searing heat of 
bomb blasts. Face paint is 
often thought of as a way to 
camouflage soldiers from 
their enemies; however, 
Lochhead’s polymers will 
defend soldiers’ faces 
from thermal explosions. 

Lochhead stated that 
USM’s Polymer Science 
department is ranked 
in the top three among 


the season with an explosive bang 


determination are just 
two words that describe 
McLendon as he continues 
to develop as a player and 
person. 

Mclendon has sacrificed 
time and energy to make 
this the best season 
possible, setting his goals 
for the year not stopping 
until they are met. The 
Bobcats are now 2-0, with 
McLendon on the court for 
both games. 

McLendon is averaging 
7 points per game, 6 
rebounds and 2 steals. In 
the Bobcats’ first contest 



Darris McLendon 


against William Carey, he 
averaged 45 percent in field 
goal percentage. When the 
Bobcats took on Alabama 


Southern, Mclendon 

averaged 100 percent in 
field goal percentage. In 
just two games, he has 
shown that hard work and 
determination are fruitful. 

“Darris leads our team 
as not only a captain, but 
in character, example, and 
as an overall great man,” 
said JCJC head basketball 
coach Jay Ladner. “Darris 
came to Jones as a walk-on 
and has more than proven 
himself and earned a full- 
tuition scholarship. He is 
an outstanding player with 
extraordinary talent.” 


McLendon believes that 
his number one fan is his 
girlfriend, Ebony Dunmeyer. 
His Uncle Richard, who 
helps him through the 
struggles and challenges of 
college basketball, played 
for the Pearl River Wildcats, 
which makes that heated 
rivalry even more special. 

In five years, McLendon 
sees himself graduated 
with a bachelors degree 
in psychology. McLendon 
also feels hopeful about 
coaching one day and 
passing on the greatness of 
basketball. 


reformers tried to stamp 
out St. Nicholas’ name, 
they had little success with 
the exception of England 
where religious tradition 
remained prevalent... 
Nonetheless, the first 
Europeans to arrive in 
the New World brought 
St. Nicholas. Vikings 
dedicated a cathedral 
to him in Greenland. 
Columbus, on his first 
voyage, named a Haitian 
port for him on December 
6, 1492. Years later, the 
Spaniards named a Florida 
settlement St. Nicholas 
Ferry, which is known 
today as Jacksonville, 
Florida.” 

Most people would be 
horrified if Christmas were 
forbidden; nonetheless, St. 
Nick overpowering the 


Protestant Reformation 
proved to be one of many 
obstacles throughout the 
evolution of Christmas. 
In the 17th century, Oliver 
Cromwell attempted 
to eradicate England of 
Christmas due to his own 
puritan beliefs. Meanwhile, 
the puritans of Boston 
succeeded in outlawing it 
from 1659 to 1681. In the 
United States, Christmas 
was not recognized as a 
federal holiday until June 
26, 1870 (five years after 
the American Civil War) 
due to the fact that it 
was considered English 
tradition. 

The fact that Christmas 
is now an economical and 
cultural keystone around 
the globe is worthy of 
celebration all in itself. 


set 10-25 years, which can 
range from $50-$400 a 
month. 

The interest rate of 
student loans should 
not be so high. Students 
are having to work one 
or more jobs in order to 
survive and continuing 
paying for their college 
education. Upon 

graduation, they receive 
little to no surplus in their 
income because most of 
it is going towards paying 
off their loans. 

According to the Lumina 
Foundation, 38.7 percent 
of working-age Americans 
have a college degree, 
and that is projected to 
increase to almost 50 
percent by 2025, which 
is still lower than what 
the nation will need by 
Lumina’s predictions. 
Clearly, more college 
educated Americans will 
be needed for our future, 


but according to the 
Huffington Post, a 2013 
poll revealed a majority of 
Americans surveyed (62 
percent) believe that most 
people cannot afford the 
cost of a public college 
education. 

Because of the high cost 
of college and student 
loans, more and more 
people are making the 
decision not to attend 
college, which is in turn 
hurting our country and 
economy. If student loans 
were what they should 
be - a way to help our 
nation’s future, who could, 
after graduation, benefit 
our nation - rather than 
being another way for big 
business to take advantage 
of those in need and feed 
on them for the majority 
of their lifetimes, think of 
what our nation’s college 
educated numbers and 
our economy could be. 


universities in the United 
States, and its laboratories 
are state of the art. He 
also spoke about what 
a student can do with a 
degree in Polymer Science 
and highlighted the many 
real-world examples of 
polymer science and 
the industries that need 
polymer scientists. The 
Department of Polymer 
Science also has a branch 
of Polymer Engineering 
that is growing and 
developing each year. 

“We’ve been very 
fortunate to have many 
well respected and 
successful engineers come 


speak to us this semester,” 
said JCJC’s Engineering 
Society sponsor Mary 
Boleware. 

Lochhead is one of 
many guests to speak 
for the JCJC student 
engineering society 
this year. Each meeting 
brings a new engineer or 
scientist from the field 
into the classroom to 
explain what they do, who 
they work for, and how 
they got where they are 
today. Students interested 
in the Engineering Society 
should contact Boleware 
about joining next 
semester. 


PlayStation 3 



JCJC student Christopher Jones won a PlayStation 3 
this semester after taking a survey about JCJC’s dining 
hall, eateries and coffee shops. Each semester Sodexho 
emails students a survey, and one student is selected 
to win a prize for their participation. Last spring, the 
prize was a Kindle Fire. Another survey will be emailed 
to students in early February 2014, so make sure you 
participate. Photo by Jessica Blackwell 


Bullying 

from page 6 

behind this scandal in 
the hopes of preventing 
another one. 

Incognito, on the other 
hand, with the support of 
his teammates, has had 
his share of responses 
to the allegations. In an 
interview with Jay Glazer 
from FOX Sports, Incognito 
expressed his opinion 
that this scandal was 
not a matter of bullying 
but his relationship 


with Martin. Incognito 
expressed his sorrow for 
taking matters too far and 
for the misunderstanding 
regarding his intent to hurt 
Martin. 

Nevertheless, the 

Dolphins’ season will 
endure with or without 
its two most recently 
publicized star players. As 
both players’ futures in 
the NFL remain unclear, 
the Dolphin legacy hopes 
to continue throughout 
the 2013 season despite 
numerous obstacles on and 
off the field. 


Basketball 

from page 6 

to face Copiah-Lincoln on 
Dec. 9. 

Recent games and 
scores: 

-Lady Bobcats 79, 
Alabama Southern 61 
-Lady Bobcats 55, 


Delgado Community 
College 33 

-Lady Bobcats 66, 
Itawamba 68 
-Bobcats 106, William 
Carey 71 

-Bobcats 114, Alabama 
Southern 81 

-Bobcats 83, Delgado 
Community College 70 
-Bobcats 91, Itawamba 87 


HUB 

from page 4 


from all over to sign up and 
have their name put into a 
hat. Names are then drawn 
from the hat randomly, 
and the chosen performers 
are placed in a band that 
has never played together 
before. These newly formed 
bands are then given a few 
months to practice together 
and perform a 30 minute 
set at the event. The third 


annual Band from a Hat will 
be coming up this January. 

“I use Hub City Music to 
keep up with the multitude 
of things going on in 
Hattiesburg. At its core, the 
page is the easiest way to see 
what there is to do on any 
given day,” said JCJC student 
Chance Clark. 

The page has garnered 
much attention since its 
origin in 2007 and is currently 
gathering momentum. Find 
them at www.facebook. 
com/HubCityMusicPage 


Wayne 

from page 2 

see how important it is 
in days to come. Thank 
you, Dr. Smith for your 
leadership and staff 
members who have worked 
tirelessly on this project. 
Without them this would 
not be possible.” 

Some classes were 
offered this fall at the 


Waynesboro Center, but 
it will be fully operational 
for the spring 2014 
semester. College credit 
classes available in January 
include: Intermediate 

English, College Algebra, 
Western Civilizations and 
Orientation. Courses are 
available for both dual 
enrolled, traditional and 
non-traditional students. 
Wayne County Learning 
Center Director, Jason 


Dedwylder said college- 
graduate classes will also be 
available from Mississippi 
State University-Meridian’s 
new partnership with JCJC. 

“We’re going to begin 
with offering one graduate 
class from MSU-Meridian, 
EDF 8363 Functions and 
Methods of Research, 
on Monday nights from 
4:30 until 7:30 p.m. 
Interested students will 
need to register through 


MSU-Meridian for the 
graduate classes only. 
We will continue offering 
these types of classes, 
and whatever the region 
decides is needed,” said 
Dedwylder. 

The educational 

demands of this area will 
be available and met, here 
at the Wayne County 
Center, for those who seek 
them, said Dr. Smith. JCJC 
is making education more 


accessible to more people 
which is bound to impact 
the economy in this region. 

“It all starts with 
graduating people from 
your community,” said 
Smith. “We want to grow 
our graduates, strengthen 
our workforce, and move 
our communities forward.” 

The Wayne County 
Learning Center is the 
third Center the two-year 
college has established in 


its eight-county district. 
The first Center opened 
in Bay Springs (Jasper 
County) in January, 2008 
with a new site under 
construction. The Greene 
County Center opened 
in January 2012. Clarke 
County just broke ground 
on its Center, making it the 
fourth JCJC Center. For 
more information about 
the Wayne County Center, 
call 601-735-2228. 
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Dr. Pepper Tuition candidate 
prepares for SEC half time 


Josh Beasley 
SPORTS EDITOR 

For the past few years, Dr. 
Pepper’s tuition giveaway 
has given numerous college 
students the opportunity to 
win large sums of scholarship 
money to assist in continuing 
their educational career. 
JCJC’s own Lindsay Miller had 
that opportunity in the SEC 
championship game in Atlanta, 
Georgia, held Dec. 7. 

Miller, a freshman at JCJC, 
competed against a selected 
group of students from around 
the country for a $100,000 
scholarship from Dr. Pepper. 
The challenge for Miller and 
her competitors included 
throwing as many footballs as 
possible through a giant Dr. 
Pepper can from five yards 
away, all in 30 seconds. 

“When I first heard about the 
scholarship, I knew it would be 
a great opportunity,” said Miller. 
“I really feel like this is a very 



Lindsay Miller practices herthrow before heading to Atlanta to 
participate in the Dr. Pepper Tuition giveaway. Photo by Jessica Blackwell 

fun, realistic scholarship. In you have to write an essay, be 
most scholarship competitions, from a certain background, 


or something of that sort. I 
feel like this is a unique way 
for students to try and help 
themselves with tuition cost.” 

Miller, who ironically had 
never thrown a football, had to 
learn how to throw a football 
accurately and had to begin 
difficult training to master the 
art of passing a football. 

“The hardest part in all of 
this has been the training,” said 
Miller. “I got together with my 
dad a few weeks ago, and he 
taught me how to throw. My 
record right now is 14 accurate 
throws in 30 seconds. The girl 
who won last year had 14, so I 
feel good about my chances 
right now.” 

After her time at JCJC, 
Miller plans to attend the 
University of Alabama 
where she will double major 
in speech pathology and 
advertising. She believes that 
this scholarship will help her 
excel in the remainder of her 
educational career. 


JCJC performs A 
Christmas Carol 


Bethany Smith 

STAFF WRITER 

This December, JCJC brought the 
Charles Dickens’s holiday classic “A 
Christmas Carol” alive on stage. The 
three performances were held at the 
Fine Arts Building on Dec. 6 and 7 at 
7 p.m. and on Dec. 8 at 2:30 p.m. 

Director Robert Muholland wrote 
this theatrical adaptation with his 
own twist. Nikki Johnson, the musical 
director, even added her own jazzy 
flair to the musical numbers, making 
it even more unique. Harlon Mapp 
was the star of the show, playing 
the role of Ebenezer Scrooge. He 
performed along with dozens of 
other talented fellow students and 
co-stars. The setting of the play was 
London, 1863, so the cast members 
were coached in a British accent to 
make the show even more authentic. 

The cast and crew began rehearsals 
the beginning of September. 

Laci Wynn, Ghost of Christmas 
Past, said before the performance, 
“You can expect to find some 
laughter and entertainment, but 
Christmas joy is the main thing to 
get out of this.” 



Class Favorites and Mr. and Miss JCJC named 


The student body recently elected class favorites and Mr. and Miss JCJC. Left photo, 
Freshman Class Favorites are, left to right, Brooke Miley, William Folkes, Rachel Savage, 
Sam Clark, Emily Davis and Andrew Adams. Middle photo, Sophomore Class Favorites are, 


left to right, Emily Miller, Reed Cooley, Jamille Hartfield, Lewis Bateman, Amber (Peeches) 
Franklin and Flunter Shoemake. Mr. and Miss JCJC are Alexis Keyes and Alex Faulk. Photos 
by Erica English 


Loans 

from page 1 

borrow money for school 
are as fortunate as Burnham. 
Former JCJC student 
Mandalyn Dalton is now 
at State University of New 
York College at Brockport 
as a senior and expects to 
accumulate $50,000 in debt 
by the time she finishes her 
bachelor’s degree. 

“I sometimes lose sleep 
knowing I will start my life 


off with tens of thousands 
of dollars in debt,” Dalton 
said, “but the reward far 
outweighs the risk. Having 
an education means I have 
the chance to pay off the 
debt and an opportunity to 
go farther in life.” 

Sophomore Collin Dinger 
foresees himself taking 
student loans as Dalton 
did. He borrowed money to 
come to JCJC and expects 
to borrow again in order 
to finance his education 


in criminal justice at the 
University of Southern 
Mississippi next year. 

“The biggest disadvantage 
of student loans is the 
interest rate,” Dinger said, 
“but I understand student 
loans are a big part of getting 
my education.” 

Many college graduates 
see loan payments as much 
a part of life as a mortgage. 

“But I think it’s a scam,” 
said a university graduate, 
who shared his loan 


account information with 
the Radioman. After paying 
$250 monthly for the past 
three years, he has only paid 
$900 off on the actual loan 
amount with the rest going 
to interest. 

“I don’t mind paying what 
I owe, but I do mind paying 
the ridiculous amount of 
interest that comes with 
student loans,” he said. 

One way students can 
prevent owing more money 
and interest than they can 


afford to pay back is to use 
a student loan calculator, 
which can be found using 
a Google search. A student 
loan calculator allows users 
to enter their loan balance, 
expected interest rate 
and number of years over 
which to repay the loan; 
the calculator then figures a 
minimum monthly payment 
necessary to pay off the 
loan in the time desired. 
For example, a student 
who borrows $20,000 at 5 


percent interest and wishes 
to pay off the loan in 10 
years would have to make 
minimum monthly payments 
of $212.13. The calculator 
also provides the yearly 
salary required to make such 
payments. In this case, the 
minimum salary suggested is 
$25,500. 

“As with every line of 
credit, always be careful and 
read the fine print,” Burnham 
advised. “Remember all debts 
must be repaid eventually.” 


Games 

from page 5 

Creed’s trademarked 
gameplay has finally lent 
itself to the pirate fantasy. 
Although released on the 
Xbox 360 and PlayStation 
3, the definitive version 
of ACIV is found on 
the recently released 
PlayStation 4 and Xbox 


One. 

Set in a time before the 
not so fan favorite Native 
American assassin Connor 
Kenway stalked the British 
regulars through the 
forests and towns of New 
England, AClVs setting 
is the vast and majestic 
Carribean Sea and its many 
islands. The grandfather of 
Connor, Edward Kenway, 
will don the hood and 


hidden blades and sail the 
high sea as captain aboard 
the Jackdaw, Edward’s ship. 

Just as in ACIII, the 
explorable wilderness is 
not the only setting, as 
the player will still venture 
forth into cities. The 
urban centers this time 
are the British-controlled 
Kingston, Jamaica and 
the Spanish-controlled 
Havana, Cuba. Combined 


with the intriguing tale of 
Edward Kenway himself, 
plundering the waters of 
the 18th century has never 
been more fun. 

#3. Killzone: Shadow 
Fall 

With the PlayStation 4 
officially on the market, 
it needs launch games 
to get it off the store 
shelves. Killzone: Shadow 


Fall, released as a launch 
game for the PS4 on Nov. 
15, makes a compelling 
argument as to why 
purchasing a PS4, or any 
next-gen system for that 
matter, is a good idea. 

Sporting some of the 
most beautiful visuals 
in a video game to date, 
the power of next-gen is 
immediately apparent. As 
Shadow Fall is the fourth 


game in the Killzone series, 
the player may or may not 
wish to play the first three 
games for some catching 
up on the plot. 

Speaking of plot, Shadow 
Fall also happens to 
contain arguably the best 
campaign in the series, 
resulting in not only a good 
FPS, but the absolute best 
the PS4 has to offer right 
out of the gate. 


Clarkson 

from page 5 

the Grammy Award winning 
album, “Stronger.” 

The album was released 
in the United States Oct. 
29 to very positive reviews 
from the music world, with 
Country Weekly giving 
the album five gold stars. 
The album debuted on 
the Billboard Top 200 at 
number 3, making it the 
highest holiday debut since 
2010 for any female artist. 

According to Clarkson, 
her inspiration for the 
creation of the “Wrapped in 
Red” album was the multi¬ 
generation-popular “White 
Christmas” album by Bing 
Crosby and Rosemary 
Clooney of 1954. In a press 
release from RCA Records, 
Clarkson said, “I’m super 


excited to put out my 
first Christmas record. I 
absolutely love Christmas 
music and have had a total 
blast recording and writing 
for it. I can’t wait for y’all to 
hear it.” 

Phil Spector, who 
designed the technical 
sound of the album, asked 
Clarkson to sing her 
own background vocals. 
Clarkson, however, is 
not the only artist on the 
album, with Ronnie Dunn 
teaming up with her to sing 
“Baby, It’s Cold Outside” 
and Reba McEntire and 
Trisha Yearwood joining 
her for “Silent Night.” 
People take their Christmas 
music seriously so, from old 
classics to newbies sure to 
become classics, “Wrapped 
in Red” has something sure 
to fit everyone’s idea of the 
perfect Christmas song. 


Also, Clarkson has been 
shooting a Christmas 
special, “Kelly Clarkson’s 
Cautionary Christmas 
Music Tale” scheduled to 
air Wednesday, Dec. 11 at 9 
p.m. on NBC. The special 
is set to have artists Blake 
Shelton, Reba McEntire and 
Trisha Yearwood joining her 
along with guest stars Robin 
Williams, Whoopi Goldberg, 
Heidi Klum and late night 
comedian, Jay Leno. 

Clarkson’s new holiday 
album will continue her 
tradition of successful 
studio albums, including 
Thankful, Breakaway, 
My December, All I Ever 
Wanted, and Stronger 
and one Greatest Hits 
album having sold over 30 
million albums. There is a 
special vinyl edition of the 
Christmas album available 
at KellyClarkson.com. 

















































